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IF. A D'tfcourfe concerning the Large Homs 
frequently found under Ground in Ireland, 
Concluding from them that the great Ame¬ 
rican Deer, call'd a Moofe, was formerly 
common in that Ifland .* With Remarks on 
fome other things Natural to that Country. 
By Thomas Molynenx, M. D. Fellow of 
the King and Queens Colledge of Phyfuians 
in Ireland, and of the Royal Society in 
England. 

T Hat no real Species of Living Creatures is fb 
utterly extind, as to be loft entirely out of the 
World, fince it was firft Created, is the Opinion of 
many Naturalifts ; and ’tis grounded on fo good a 
Principle of Provideace taking Care in general of all 
its Animal Produ&ions, that it deferves our AfTent. 
However great ViciiTitudes may be obferved to attend 
the Works of Nature, as well as Humane Affairs ; 
fb that fome entire Species of Animals, which have 
been formerly Common, nay even numerous in cer¬ 
tain Countries ; have, in Procefs of time , been fo 
perfedly loft, as to become there-utteriy unknown; 
tho’ at the fame time it cannot be denyed, but the 
kind has been carefully preterved in fome other part 
of the World. 

Of this we have a remarkable Example in Ire¬ 
land, in a moft large and ftately Beaft, that undoubted¬ 
ly has been frequent in this Kingdom, tho’ now clear- 

D d d d ly 



C 490) 

ly extindb; and that fo many Ages paft, as there re¬ 
mains among us not the lead Record in Writing, or 
any manner of Tradition , that makes fo much as men¬ 
tion of its Name ; as that mod Laborious Inquirer in¬ 
to the pretended Ancient , but certainly Fabulous Hi 
fiory of this Country, Mr. Roger 0 Flaherty, the Au* 
thor of Ogygia , has lately informed me. 

What Diftoveries therefore we make of this Crea¬ 
ture, we can only have from thofe locfe parts of it we 
find dug out of the Earth by Accident, prefer ved there 
To many Ages from Corruption, by lying deep and 
clofe under Ground , whilft harder and of themfelves 
more durable Bodies, moulder away and perifh, by 
being expofed to the various Changes of the Air, and 
repeated Injuries of the Weather. 

By the Remains we have of this Animal, it appears 
to have been of the Genus Cervinum or Deer Kind, and 
of that fort that carries Broad or Palmed Hornes , 
bearing a greater affinity with the Buck or Fallow Deer , 
than with the Stag or Red Deer, that has Hornes 
round and branched, without a Palme: This I lately 
obferved, having an opportunity of particularly Ex¬ 
amining a compleat Head, with both its Horns entirely 
perfedi, not long fince dug up, given to my Brother 
William Molyneux, as a Natural Curiofity, by Mr. Hen¬ 
ry Osborn , that lives at a place call’d Dardiflown, in 
the County of Meath , about Two Miles from Drog¬ 
heda, who writ him the following Account of the man¬ 
ner and place they were found in. 

1 have by the Bearer fent the Head and Horns / 
promifed you; this is the third Head / have found 
by cafual trench ingin my Orchard; they were all dug up 
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within the Compafs of an Atre of Land, and lay about 
four or five Foot under Ground, in a fort of Boggy Soil. 
The firjl Pitch was of Earth, the next two or three of 
Turff , and then followed a fort of white Marie, where 
they were found : They muft have lain there feveral Ages,, 
to be fo deep enterred. (Thus far Mr. Osborn .) 

I took- their D'menfions carefully as follows ; from 
the extreme tip of the right Horn, to the extreme tip 
of the left, as expreft in the annext Table, Figure the 
i ft. by the prick’t Line A. B. was ten Foot ten Inches 
from the tip of the right Horn, to the Root where it 
was faftned to the Head, Expreft by the Line C. D. five 
Foot two Inches from the Tip of the higheft Branch 
(meafuring one of the Horns tranfverfe, ordire&Iy 
acrofs the Palme) to the tip of theloweft Branch, ex¬ 
preft by. the Line G. F. Three Foot Seven Inches and 
a Half. The length of one of the Palms within the 
Branches, expreft by the Line G. A/. Two Foot Six 
Inches : The breadth of the fame.Palm, ftill within 
the Branches, expreft by the Line 1. K. One Foot Ten 
Inches and a half: The Branches that Ihot forth round 
the edge of each Palm, were Nine in Number, befides 
the Brow-Antlers, of which the right Antler, expreft 
by the Line D. L. was a Foot and Two Inches in length, 
the other was much ftiorter i The Beam of each Horn at 
fbme diftance from the Head, where ’tis mark’d M» 
was about Two Inches and Six teoths. of an Inch in 
Diameter, or about Eight Inches in Circumference * 
at the Root where it was faftned to the Head, about 
Eleven Inches in Circumference. The length of the 
Head, from the back of the Skull to the tip of the 
Nofe, or rather the extremity of the upper Jaw-bone, 
expreft in the Figure by the Line N. 0. Two Foot, 
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the breadth of the Skull where largeft, mark’d by 
the Line P. was a Foot. 

The Two Holes near the Roots of the Horns , that 
look like Eyes were not io, (for thefe were placed on 
each fide the Head in Two ample Cavities, that could 
not be well expreft in the Figure) but were large 
open Paffages , near an Inch in Diameter in the 
Forehead Bone, to give way to great Blood-vehels, 
that here iffue forth from the Head, and pafs between 
the Surface of the Horn, and the fmooth Hairy Skin 
that Covers them whilfl they are growing, (which is 
commonly call’d the Velvet) to fupply the Horns 
with fufficient Nouriflhment, while they are foft, and 
till they arrive at their full Magnitude, (6 as to become 
perfedly hard and folid. Thefe VefTels, by reafon of 
their largenefs and great turgency of the Humor in 
them 3 whilft the Horn is Iprouting and pliant, make 
deep and confpicuous furrows all along the outfide of 
it where they pafs ; which may plainly be feen after the 
Horn is bare and come to its full growth; at 
which time all thele Veins and Arteries, with the out¬ 
ward Velvet Skin, drying by the Courfe of Nature, 
ihrivel up and feparate from the Horn, and the Beaft 
affedts tearing them off in great ftripes againft the Bows 
of Trees, expofing his Horns naked, when they are 
throughly hardned, without any Covering at all. 
This I gather,by whatRemarks! have made on the Skulls 
of ether Deer, and what f have obferved concerning 
the growth of thefe fort of Horns in Animals of the 
like kind, tho’ not in this particular fort of Crea¬ 
ture. 

The Figure I had exa&Iy taken by a skilful Hand, to 
ffiew truly the right fliape and fize of thefe kind of 
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Horirs we fo commonly find here under Ground in 
Ireland ; and have likewife added a Draught of a pair 
of common Stags Horns, expreft Figure the id. and 
another of a pair of common Bucks Horns, expreft: 
Figure the 3d. all done according to the fame Scale; 
that by this means, at one and the fame time, may 
appear the grand difproportion between thefe forts of 
Heads, and alfo the difference and agreement in their 
Shape. (See the Table,') 

Such then were the vaft Dimenfions, according to 
which the lofty Fabrick of the Head and Horns of 
this ftately Creature was Built ; and doubtlefs all the 
reft of the parts of its Body anfwered thefe in a due 
proportion. So that ftiould we compare the faireft 
Buck with the Symetry of this mighty Beaft, it muft 
certainly fall as much lhort of its Proportions as 
the fmalleft young Fawn , compared to the largefi 
over-grown Buck. 

And yet’tis not to be queftion’d, but thefe fpacious 
Horns, as large as they were, like others of the Deer 
Kind, were naturally caft every Year, and grew again 
to their full Size in about the Space of Four Months: 
For all Species of Deer, yet known, certainly drop 
their Horns yearly, and with us ’tis about March t and 
about July following they are full fumm'd again. Of 
which ftrange Appearance in Nature, the learned Gerrar - 
dm Johannes Vojfm making mention ih his excellent 
Book De Idololatrih , Lib. 3. Cap. 57 has thefe Words: 
Tonam inter Natures tnaximh admiranda breviculo ade& 
Tempore tarn folida duraq; tants Molts Cornua enafii (a), 

faj That is, I fhali reckon it among the mofl wonderful Works of 
Nature, that Horns fo hard and folid, and of fo great a Bulk, fhotud grow 
up in fo fliort a time. 

And 
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And the inquifitive Italian Philofopher, Francifio Redi t 
in his Experimenta circa res Ffaturales, &c. on the lame 
Occafion expreffes himfelf thus : Maximh profetto ad* 
mratione dignum eft taut aw Molern Cornuum '§Ramorum 
tarn Irevi tempore quotannis renafci & crefcere (b). 
And if thefe judicious Perfons were moved thus with 
Admiration by confidering only the yearly Falling and 
hidden Growth of thefe fmaller Horns of Bucks and 
Stags, with which alone they were acquainted, what 
would they have thought, had they known of thefe 
vafland ftupendious Produ&ions of Nature in the fame 
Kind. 

As there feems to me no fmall Affinity or Agreement 
in the Sprouting forth, and Branching of Deers Horns, 
with the way of Growth in Vegetables ; fo I conceive 
likewile the conflanc yearly dropping of them, to pro¬ 
ceed much from the fame Caufe, that Trees annually 
call their ripe Fruit, or let fall their withering Leaves 
in Autumn : that is, becaufe the nouridiing Juice, fay it 
is Sap or Blood, is ftopt and flows no longer; either 
on the account’tis now deficient, being all fpent, or that 
the cavous Pafiages which conveigh it,dry up and cools ; 
fo as the Part having no longer any Communication 
with, muft of neceffity by degrees fever from the Whole; 
hut with this Difference, that Horns by reafbn of their 
hard Material and flrong Compofttion, flick fall to the 
Head by their Root, Seven or Eight Months after all 
their Nourilhment perfectly retires; whereas Leaves and 
Fruit, coniifling of a much more tender Subfiance and 
a finer Texture of Parts, drop fooner from their native 


fbj That is, Truly it deferves our greateft Wonder that fo large 2 
Body of Horns and Branches ftiould fprout up in fo fhort a time, and bp 
renewed eyery Year? 
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Beds where they grew, when once the Supply of ufuat 
Nourilhment is dopt; this Analogy that Nature ob» 
ferves in cafting the Horns of Beads and dropping the 
Fruit of Trees, will appear much more evident to any 
one that will obferve the end of a Stalk, from which 
a ripe Orange or any fuch large Fruit has been lately fe¬ 
ver’d, and the Butt end of a caft Horn where it faften’d 
to the Os Fronds: for by comparing them together, he 
lhall find fo great a Congruity in the fhape of both, 
that ’twill be apparent Nature works according to the 
fame Mechanifm in one as in t’other. 

Difcourfing one Day with his Excellency the Lori 
Capell, then one of the Lord Juftices of Ireland, an ex¬ 
perienc’d and accurate Obferver of the Works of Nature, 
I chanced to mention thefe Large Horns: He was very 
earned to fee them, and fo mightily furpris’d at the 
light of their extraordinary Bulk, that my Brother 
thought fit to make a Prefent of them to his Lordfhip, 
which he obligingly accepted ; refolving to fend them 
over, as he faid, to his Majedy King William. 

Such another Head, with both the Horns intire was 
found fome Years fince by one Mr. Van Dehre in the 
County of Clare, buried Ten Foot under Ground in a 
fort of Marie, and were prefented by him to the late 
Duke of Ormond, then Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, who 
valued them fo highly for their prodigious largenefs, 
that he thought them not an unfit Prefent for the King, 
and fent them for England to King Charles the Second, 
who ordered them to be fet up in the Horn-Gallery at 
Hampton-Court; where they may foil be feen arnorg 
the reft of the large Heads both of Stags and Bucks 
that adorn that Place, but thisfo vaflly exceeds the lar¬ 
ged of them, that the red appear to lofe much of their 
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Curiofity by being viewed in Company with this; I 
am lately informed, thefe with the other Heads are 
fince removed to the Guard-Rom out of the Horn- 
Gallery. 

In the Year 1691. Major Folliot told me, that dig¬ 
ging for Marie near the Town Ballymackward, where 
he lives, not far from Ballyfltannon in the County of 
Fermanagh, he found buried Ten Foot under plain lolid 
Ground, a Pair of thefe fort of Horns, which he keeps 
ftill in his Pofleffion. 

In the Year 1684. there were Two of thefe Heads 
dug up near Turvy, the Manfion Seat of the Lord Bar- 
nevall , within Eight Miles of Dublin ; that which was 
mod compieat of the Two was fixt over the Chimney 
in the Publick Hall ,* and there ftill remains as an ancient 
and lafting Curiofity to future Ages. 

Not long fince, a Head of this Kind with its Horns 
was found near fortumny , the Houle of the Earls of 
Clanricard , leated on the River Shannon, in the County 
of Gallway , where it is carefully preferved, and ftill ad¬ 
mired by all that view it. 

Such a Forehead with Two extraordinary Beams of 
thefeKind of Homsysx ay be nowfeen fattened againft one 
fide of the Common Hall of his Gra-e Michael. Lord 
Archbilhop of Ardmagh’s Houfe here in Dublin ; they 
are both imperfedt and want their Palmes, yet by the 
vaft thicknefs and length of the Beams , I judge when 
entire they much exceeded the Size of thole I have gi¬ 
ven the Dimenfions of«above. The Primate told me, 
they were foi^d fomewhere in the Province of Vlfter , 

and 
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and prefented to the Earl of EJfex, then Governor of 
Ireland, who gave them his Grace. 

To thefe I Ihould add many more Ioftances of the 
like, as thofe' found by the late Lord Mount joy ~mox 
his Houfe at * Newtown-Stewart; and thole kept at 
Stockallen in the County of Meath , for to my Know¬ 
ledge within lefs than Twenty Years, above Twenty, 
I might fafely fay, Thirty Pair of thefe fort of Horns 
have been dug up in leveral places of this Country, all 
found by Accident,* and we may. well fuppofe vaft 
Numbers ftill remain undilcovered, but to mention any 
more of them particularly would be tedious, and to lit¬ 
tle purpofe, fince thefe may fuffice plainly to (hew, 
this Creature was formerly Common with us in Ireland; 
and an Indigenous Animal , not peculiar to any Territory 
or Province, but univerfally met with in all parts of 
the Kingdom. 

For if we draw a Line through the feveral Places of 
this Ifland where thefe Heads have been found, viz. 
the County of Clare, the County of Dublin, and the 
County of Farmanagh , omitting thofe other parts I 
have mentioned, we lhall make a Triangle whole 
Ihorteft Side will be in length above an Hundred Englilh 
Miles, which is near as large a Figure of this Sort, as 
we can well deferibe in the Map of Ireland. 

And befides, we may realonably, I think, gather; 
That they were not only common in this Country, but 
by what Mr. Osborn mentions in his Letter to my Bro¬ 
ther, That they were a Gregarious Animal , as the Na- 
turalifts call them, or luch a fort of Creature as affe<3s 
naturally keeping together in Herds; as we fee the Fal¬ 
low Deer with us, and as ’tis reported of the Elckes in 
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Sweden, and the Rain Deer in the Northern Countries 
of Europe ; for other wife we cannot eafily fancy it 
fhould happen, that Three of their Heads Ihould be all 
/ound within the narrow Compafs of one Acre of Ground. 

That thefe and feveral others, and indeed I think i 
may lay, all that I have been particularly informed of, 
though dug up in far diftant Places of Ireland\ ihould 
be conftantly found buried in a Sort of Marie , feems to 
me to intimate, as if Marie was only a Soil that had 
been formerly the. Outward Surface of the Earth , but 
in procefs of Time, being covered by degrees with ma¬ 
ny Layers of Adventitious Earth, has by lying under 
Ground a certain Number of Ages, acquired a peculiar 
Texture , ConfiJlence , Rkhnefs, or Maturity that gives it 
the Name of Marie. For of neceflity we mult allow 
the Place where thefe Heads are now found, was cer¬ 
tainly once the external Superfice of the Ground; 
otherwife ’tis hardly polfible to fuppole how they 
ihould come there. 

And that they Ihould be fo deep buried as we at pre- 
fent find them, appears to have happen’d, by their ac¬ 
cidentally falling where it was foftllow Ground ; fo that 
the Horns by their own confidence Gravity might 
eafily make a Bed where they ferled in the yielding 
Earth j and in a very long Courfe of Time, the higher 
Lands being by degrees diffolved by repeated Rains, and 
walht and brought down by Floods, covered thofe Pla¬ 
ces that were Tcituated lower with many Layers of 
Earth : For ail high Grounds and Hills, unlefs they 
confift of Rock, by this means naturally lofe a little 
every Year ol their Height ,* and fometimes fenfibly 
become lower even in one Age ; of which we may fee 
feveral fatisra&ory Inftances related by Dr. Flott in his 

Natural 
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Natural Hiftory of Staff or dft)ire y Chap. 3. Page 113, 
as for all fuch Heads that might chance to fall on high 
or hard Grounds, where they could not poflibly be co¬ 
vered or defended, theie mult of neceffity ror, perifh, 
and be deftroyed by the Weather : And for this Reafon 
it is, that never any of thefe Horns are difeovered in 
fuch fort of Ground, but always in a light Soil, and 
in fome low Part of the Country. 

By what means this Kind of Animal, formerly fo 
common and numerous in this Country, Ihould now 
become utterly loft and extinft, deferves our Confide- 
ration : and feeing it is fo many Ages paft, that we 
have no manner oi Account left to help us in our En¬ 
quiry, the moft we can do in this Matter is to make 
fome probable Conje&ures about it ; I know fome 
have been apt to imagine this like all other Animals 
might have beeen deftroyed from off the Face of this 
Country by that Flood recorded in the Holy Scripture 
to have happened in the the time of Noah ; which I 
confefs is a ready and ffion way to folve this Difficul¬ 
ty, but does not at all fatisfy me : For (befidesthac 
that there want not Arguments, and fome of them net 
eafily anfwer’d, againft the Deluge being Univerfai) 
if we confider W'hat a fragil, flight and porous Sub* 
fiance thefe and the Horns of all Deer are, we can’t 
well fuppofe they could by any means be preferv’d en¬ 
tire and uncorrupt from the Flood , now above Four 
Thoufand Years flnee; and I have by me feme of the 
Teeth, and one of the lower Jaw-bones of this Crea¬ 
ture fo perfeft, fol.id, ponderous and (relh, that no one 
that fees them can poflibly fufpeft they could have been 
in nature fo many Ages paft: And therefore it feems 
more likely to me, this kind of Animal might become 
extinft here from a certain ill .Confutation of Air in 
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feme of the pad Seafons long fmee the Flood, which 
might occafion an Epidemic k Dijlemper , if we may Co 
call it, or Pejlilential Murren, peculiarly to affedfc this 
fort of Creature, fo as to deflroy at once great Num¬ 
bers of ’em, if not quite ruine the Species. 

And this is not fo groundlefs an Affertion as at firft 
it may appear, if we confider this Ifland may very well 
be thought neither a Country nor Climate fo truly 
proper and natural to this Animal, as to be perfe&ly 
agreeable to its temper; fince for ought I can yet learn 
it neither is,nor ever has been an Inhabitant of any of the 
adjacent Kingdoms round about us. And befides, the 
Three Heads above mentioned, found fo clofe to one 
another in the County of Meath, and the Two near 
Turvy, feems not a little to countenance this Opinion; 
as if thefe Animals dyed together in Numbers, as they 
had lived together in Herds. 

To this purpofe I have met with a remarkable Paf- 
lage in Scheffers Deferiptton of Lapland, Chap. 
(peaking of the Cervus Rangifer, an Animal that agrees 
in Kind with ours, though it be a quite different Sen 
of Deer, he fays that whole Herds of them are often 
deftroy’d by a Raging Dijlemper common among them; 
thefe are his Words: EJl & Morbis fuis genus hoc Ob- 
mxium qui Ji ingrmnt Gregem totum folent pervagare & 
ad necem dare ; qua de re Johannes Bure us it a habet in 
Schedis fuis, folet interdum Rangiferos morbus quidam 
velut Pejlis invadere fic ut moriantur omnes Lappoq; 
compellatur mvos fbi comparare Rangiferos (c). By 

fcj That is, this Kind of Creature is likewife fub/eft to its Difeafes; 
which if they feize a Flock, goes through them all; concerning which 
Johannes Bureus has it thus in his Papers ■, fometimes a fort of Difeafe af¬ 
ter the manner of a Plague, affefts the Rain Deer, fo as they all dye, and 
•the Laplander is forced to fupply himfclf with new Rain Deer. 
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which we may fee what we conjetfture in our Cafe, is 
not meer Supposition, but certainly happens ellewhere 
to Animals of the like Kind. 

But fince we have an Inftance of So deftru&ive a 
Mortality among Beafts as quite to extinguish a whole 
Species at once, we may think Some might have erea¬ 
ped the Common Calamity ; but theSe being So few in 
Number, I imagine as the Country became peopled, 
and thickly inhabited ; they were Soon destroy’d, and 
kill’d like other Venifon as well for the fake of Food as 
Mattery and Diversion. And indeed none of thefe Ani¬ 
mals by reafon of their Stupendous Bulk and Wide 
Spreading Horns could poffibly lye Sheltered long in any 
Place, but mutt be Soon difeevered, and being fo con¬ 
spicuous and heavy were the more eafily purfued and 
taken by their numerous Hunters, in a Country all en¬ 
vironed by the Sea: For had they been on the wide 
Continent they might have fared better, and Secured 
themSelves and their /far* till this time, as well as others 
of the Same Kind have done ell’ewhere. Of which 
more hereafter. 

Or had thofe Barbarous Times been capable of taking 
Care for the Prefervation of this ftately Creature, our 
Country would not have entirely loft fo Angular and 
beautiful an Ornament: But this could not be expe&ed 
from thofe favage Ages of the World, which certainly 
would not have fpared the reft of the Deer Kind, Stags 
and Hinds, Bucks and Does, which we ftill have ; but 
that thefe being of much fmaller Size, could Shelter 
and conceal themfelves eafier under the Covert of 
Woods and Mountains, fo as to efcape utter Deftru&ion. 
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And here I cannot but obferve, that the Red Deer 
in thcfe our Days, is much more rare with us in Ire¬ 
land, than it has been formerly, even in the Memo- 
ry of Man : And tho’ 1 take it to be a Creature, na¬ 
turally more peculiar to this Country then to England\ 
yet unlefs there be fome care taken to preferve it, I be* 
lieve in procefs of time this Kind may be loft aifo, 
like the other lort we were now (peaking of. 

it remains we lhould fay fomething concerning the 
Proper Name of this Animal , and what Species of 
Creature it was to which thefe (lately Horns formerly 
belonged. And I muft here needs own, that I have 
not met to this Day with any Perfon, that has fpent 
the lead ferious thought concerning this matter. So 
deflitute have we been in this Place of that inquifitive 
Genius, that in thefe later Ages has fo much every¬ 
where prevailed, in letting the Mmds of Men upon a 
diligent fearch after, and making curious and ufeful 
Remarks, on all things that are truly the admirable 
Workmanfhip of Nature. 

I know they are vulgarly call’d by ignorant Peo¬ 
ple, nay, and fome of the learned Fulgus in this Coun¬ 
try, Elches Hornes ; and that they are fb, is an Opini¬ 
on generally received, and fatisfies fuch as talk of 
them Superficially, without further Enquiry ,* and be- 
caufe this is an Error that has fo Univerfaily prevailed, 
1 fliall take the more pains particularly to Confute it, 
and 1 hope clear this point fo from all manner of doubt, 
that for the future there lhall be no further queflions 
made of it again ; the miftake, I am fatisfied, has on¬ 
ly proceeded from hence, that we are in thefe parts 
as great Strangers to that fort of Animal call’d the Ai¬ 
de Elche , or Elende , as we are to this of our own 
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Country , knowing by hear-fay only, that ’tis a large 
Beaft with big Horns; but unlefs we lhall give the 
fame Name to Two Animals vaftly different, which is 
Prepofterous and breeds Confufion , we muft not al¬ 
low thefe Horns (hould any longer pals under the Name 
of Elcbes Horns. 

I have lecn a Pair of genuine Elcbes Horns brought 
out of $ we deland, and they differed extremely, both in 
Figure and Size, from thefe we have now dtfcribed: 
they were abundantly (mailer* quite of another ffiape 
and make, not Palmed or broad at theend farthefifrrm 
the Head as Ours; but on the contrary, broader to¬ 
wards the Head, and growing dill narrower towards 
the Tips end, the fmaller Branches not iffuing forth 
from both Edges of the Horns as in Ours, but growing 
along the upper Edge only, wfailft the other Verge of 
the Horn was wholly plain without any Branches at all 

And accordingly the faithful Ge/ner, in the firft Chap¬ 
ter of his Book De Quadrate dibits, has given us the 
right Defcription of them, where he expreffes the Fi¬ 
gure of the Elche and its Horns apart ; and fpeaking of 
the Size of them, he (ays. Cornua ftngula Libras circi- 
ter Duo decern appendant , longitudine fere duorum pe¬ 
dum (d). Whereas the Horns we find here in Ireland 
are near thrice that Length , and above double that 
fVeigbt ; though dry’d and much lighter from their be¬ 
ing lo long kept: But I confefs, I lay, this only by efti- 
mat \ not having an opportunity to weigh exactly a An¬ 
gle Horn by it felt, though I’m fure I can’t be much our. 


(d) That is, each Horn weighs about Twelve Founds, and was in length 
almoft Two Foot. 
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Moreover the Elche, as defcribed by Apollonius Me- 
nabenus, who had feen many of them, is no larger than 
a midling Horfe: thefe are.are his own Words, as quo¬ 
ted by Aldrovandw: Halet hoc Animal era fit km & 
proceritatem mediocris (£> pinguis Equt (e), And agree¬ 
able to this is the Relation given in the Memoirs or the 
Parifian Anatomifts, who difTedted one of them: And I 
remember Mr. Duncomle , then one of the Lords Jufti- 
ees of Ireland, told me, when he was Envoy in Sweden, 
he had feen there above a Hundred Elches together in 
a Herd, and none of them above Five Foot high ; and 
if fo, we cannot imagine a Creature of thit fmall Size, 
could poflibly fupport fo large and heavy a Head, with 
fo wide and fpreading a Pair of Horns as thefe we are 
fpeaking of; confidering thatexadt Symetry, and due 
Proportion of Parts, Nature obferves in the Formation 
of all the larger and perfe&er fort of Animals. 

We muft then look out, and try if we can difeover 
among the various Species of Quadrupeds, forne other, 
whole Size and Defcription will better agree with this 
our Irijh Animal than that of the Elche does: And after 
all our Inquiry, we certainly fhan’t difcover any one 
that in all refpe&s exactly anfwers it, fave only that 
Lofty Horned Beafi in the Weft-Indies, call’d, a Moofe. 

This Animal I find defcribed by Mr. John JoJfelyn , 
among his New England Rarities in thefe Words: The 
Moofe Deer, common in thefe Barts, is a very goodly 
Creature, ftme of them twelve Foot high, (in height, fays 
another Author more particularly, From the Toe of the 
Forefoot to the Fitch of the Shoulder, Twelve Foot; in 


it) That », this Animal is about the Height and Thicknefs of a mid- 
ling Horfe. 
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its full growth much bigger than an Ox) with exceeding 
fair Horns with broad Palms, fome of them Two Fathom 
or Twelve foot from the Tip of one Horn to the other. 
That is, Fourteen Inches wider than Ours was. 

Another thus deferibes the Manner of the Indians 
Hunting this Creature : They commonly hunt the Moofe, 
which is a kind of Deer , in the Winter, and run him down 
fometimes in half otherwhile a whole Day , when the 
Ground is cover'd with Snow, which ufuallylyes here Four 
Foot deep ; the Beafl, very heavy, finks every Step as he 
runs, breaking down Trees as big as a Man's Thigh with 
his Horns , at length they get up with't, and 
darting their Lances, wound it fo , that the Creature 
walks heavily on, till tired and fpent with lof 's of Blood, 
it Jinks and falls like a ruin'd Building , making the Earth 
fhake under it. Thus far what thefe Authors lay of the 
Moofe. 

1 do not know any one that has yet obliged the Pub- 
lick by giving an exatft Figure of this (lately Creature, 
which would be acceptable to the Curious, and very 
well worth the while of (ome of thofe ingenious Inqui¬ 
rers that go into thofe Parts for the improvement of 
Natural Hiflory : for I take it next the Elephant, to be 
the mod remarkable Quadruped for its Iargenefs in the 
World.- However, in the mean time, by the help of 
the foregoing Accounts, we may eafily form to our 
felves a lively and juft Idea of its Figure and Size; 
and if we compare the feveral Parts of thofe Difcripti- 
ons, with the Beafts whole heads are found here iri Ire¬ 
land; we (hall not have the lead Reafon to queftion 
but thefe vaftly large Irifh Deer and the American Moofe, 
were certainly one and the fame fort cf Animal, being 
all of the Deer Kind, carrying the fame fort of Palmed 
Horns , which are of the fame Size and Largenefs as well 
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as Figure; and the Bulk of their Bodies correlponding 
exactly in Proportion to the wide fpreading of their 
Horns. So that we may fecureiy afiert, that Moofes 
•formerly were as frequent in this Country, as they have 
them full in the Northern Parts of the Welt Indies , 
New-England Virginia, Maryland, Canada or New France. 

And leaf! we may think this Animal peculiar to the 
Continent, and net to be found in Ijlands; I lately met 
with a remarkable PaHage in John de Laet’s French De¬ 
fer iptien of the Weft Indies, that clearly Ihews the con¬ 
trary ; which, becaufe it likewile iilullrates and con¬ 
firms what was laid before, I’ll fet down in his own 
Words. Speaking of N^w-England, lays he,* 11 y a 
me certaine forte de Befte frequents en ces Pais que les 
fauvages noment Mofe, de la grandur dun Taureau, ay ant 
la lefts dun Da in, avec les comes larges que muent tous 
les arms, le Col comme une cerf: il fe trouve une grande 
quantite de ces animaux en une Ifte pres de la Terre Fer - 
rne appelle des Anglais Mount Manjel. That is, There is 
a certain fort of Beaft common in this Country, ivbich the 
javage Indians call a Moofe, as lig as a Bull (he hid not 
fecn 1 luppofe thole of the largeft Size) having the 
Head of a Buck , with broad Horns, which they caft eve¬ 
ry Tear , and the Neck of a Deer : there are found a If 
great Numbers of the fe. Animals in an Ifland near the Con¬ 
tinent call'd by the E»gli(h, Mount ManleJj. 

This may give us realbnable grounds to believe, that 
as this ifknd of Mount Manjel l mull of neceflity hadfome 
Communication with the Main Land of America , to 
have been thus plentifully (lockt with this lore of Beaft ; 
fo Ireland , for the fame Reafon, mull in the many paft 
Ages, long before the late Dilcovery of that New World, 
had fbme lore of -lntercourle with ir likewife, (though 

kis 
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’tis not eafy, I acknowledge, for us at prefent to explain 
how) for ctherwife I do not fee, how we can conceive 
this Country fhould be fupply’d with this Creature, 'that 
for ought I can yet hear, is not, to be found in all our 
Neighbourhood round about us, nay, perhaps in any 
other Part of Europe , Afia or Africa : And then ’tis certain 
as Ireland is the laft or mofi Weftern part of the Old 
World ; fo’tisneareft of any Country to the moil Eaftern 
Parts of the New-Canada, New-England, Virginia , 6cc. 
the great Tradfc of Land, and the only one i yet know, 
remarkable for plenty of the Moofe-Deer. 

And we may obferve yet farther, That a fort of Alli¬ 
ance between rhefe Countries of Ireland and the Wefi-In¬ 
dies, appears hkewife in other things, of which they 
partake both in common.- For as they on the Coaft of 
New-England and the Ifland Bermudas gather confidera- 
b!e Quantities of Amber-greefe ; fo on the Weflern Coaft 
of Ireland , along the Counties of Sligo, Mayo, Kerry 
and the Ifles of Arran they frequently meet with large 
parcels of that precious Subfiance, To highly valued for 
its Perfume. In the Year 1691. Mr .Conflantine an 
Apothecary of Dublin , file wed me one piece of Amber- 
greefe found near Sligo, that weigh’d Fifty Tw'o Oun¬ 
ces ,• he bought it for Twenty Pound, and fold it in Lon¬ 
don afterwards for above a Hundred. On the out-Fide 
’twas of a clofe compaft Subftance, Blackifh and (hining 
like Pitch ; but when it was cut the inftde was more 
porous, andfbmething of a Yellowilh Colour, not fb 
Grey, clofe and fmooth as the cleaneft and bed fort of 
Amber ; but like it, fpeckled with whitifh Grains, and 
of a mpft fragrant Sent ; I have ftilla Piece of it by me, 
that weighs above Six Drams, with feveral Samples of 
Three or Four other forts of Amber, all found on that 
Coaft of Ireland ; fome entirely black as Pitch, others 
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of a perfect White Subftance, exa&ly anfwering the De¬ 
fer ptin of that fort of Amber , Olaus Wormiui menti¬ 
ons in his Mufteum, Page 34. under the Name of Am - 
bra Grifea nondum matura. 

Nor is the kind of Whale-Ftfh that’s often taken in 
New England, and affords the true Sperma Ceti a Stran¬ 
ger to the Coaft of Ireland that refpedis America, This 
we may properly, I think, with Dr. Charleton , call the 
Cetus Dentatus, from its large, folid, white Teeth, fixt 
only in the lower Jaw; to diftinguifh it from that Spe¬ 
cies that gives the Whale Bone , moft naturally named 
by Ariftotle in his Hiftoria Animalium Myfticetus, from 
its bearded, horny Lamina in the Roof of its Mouth: 
of which kind likewife there have been Three or Tour 
(tranded in my time; but on the Eaftern Coaft of this 
Country that regards England. 

This Cetus Dentatus is faithfully deferibed by Carolus 
Clujw , in his Sixth Book of Exotics , Chapter the 17 th, 
under the Name of Cete, aliud admirabile ; and truly 
figured by John ft onus in his Hiftoria Pifcium, Table 
the 4zd. and by Mr. Ray in his Ichthyographia , Table 
the 1 ft. but by both under the too general Name of the 
Balena. There have been Three of this Kind taken to. 
my Knowledge, in the Space of Six Years, all on the 
Weftern Coaft of this Country 5 one near Colerane, in 
the County of Antrim ; another about Ship-harbour, in 
the County of Donnegall ; and a Third in Augufi, 1691. 
Seventy one Foot long, exceeding that deferibed by 
Clufius, Nineteen Foot, towards Bally-fhamon , where 
Lough-Erne difcharges its Waters into the Weftern Ocean. 

And then it was, I had an Opportunity of truly in¬ 
forming my felf what fort of Subftance Sperma Ceti is, 

and 
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and in what Part of the Whale *tis found : concerning 
which Matter, Phyficians andNaturalifls have given the 
World fuch various and falfe accounts; and ’tis truly 
nothing elfe, but part of the Oyl or liquid Fat of this 
particular fort of Whale ; which Oyl, at firft when 
confufed and mist, fhews it felf like a Whitijh Liqueur , 
of the Confiftence and Colour of Whey 5 but lay’d by in 
Veflels to fettle ; its parts by degrees feparate, that 
which is lighter and fwims a top, becomes a clear Oyl 
pellucid like Water, ferviceable foj all the ufes of com¬ 
mon Traitt-Oyl, got out of the Blubber of other Whales, 
and that which (ubfides, becaufe ’tis heavier and of a 
clofer Confiftence, candies together at the Bottom, and 
is what is fold for Sperma Ceti, at Twelve Shillings the 
Pound ; when ’tis throughly blanched and refined from 
all its filth and the remaining parts of the Oyl, that 
otherwifo difeolours it, and gives it a rancid offenfive 
Sent. Of this Subftance feveral Hundred Pound 
Weight may be gotten out of one Whale , but the clean¬ 
ing and curing of it is troublefom, and requires no fmall 
Art, Time and Charge ; which occafions the value of 
that which is througly refined : The Fat of the whole 
Body affords it, but that of the Head gives the great- 
eft Quantity and pureft Sperma Ceti. 

I have fome reafon to believe to thefe fnftancesof the 
Moofe Deer, Amher-greefe and Sperma Ceti , of which 
Ireland partakes more than any other Country of Eu¬ 
rope from its Neighbourhood with the Northern America, 
we may likewife add fome of our more rare Spontaneous 
Vlants , becaufe they are found growing only in thofe 
Weftern Parts of Ireland \ and no where elfe in this whole 
Country »or any of the Neighbouring Kingdoms about us. 
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I fliall mention but Two or Three of many which I 
have been told are peculiar to thofe parts, becaufe I am 
not yet well allur’d of the certainty of the others being 
fo : and thole are the Arbutus five Vnedo, or the 
Strawberry Tree ,* not to be found any where of Spon¬ 
taneous Growth nearer than the moll Southern Parts of 
France , Italy and Sicily ; and there too, ’tis never known 
but as a Frutex or Shrub : whereas in the Rocky Parts of 
the County of Kerry about Lough lane, and in the Illands 
of the fame Lough , where the People of the Country 
call it the Cane Apple,, it fiourilhes naturally to that De¬ 
gree, as to become a large tall Tree. Petrus Bellonius 
in his Firft Book of Otfiervations , Chapter the 43d, 
takes notice, it does fo in Mount Athos in Macedony ; 
and Juba is quoted by Pliny in the Fifteenth Book of his 
Natural Hifiory , Chapter the 24th, as mentioning a 
thing extraordinary, for faying the Arbutus grows to a 
high Tree in Arabia ; the Trunks of thofe in Ireland 
are frequently Four Foot and a half in Circumference, 
or Eighteen Inches in Diameter, and the Trees grows 
to about Nine or Ten Yards in Height ; and in fuch 
plenty that they now cut them down, as the chief Few- 
el to melt and refine the Ore of the Silver and Lead 
Mine , lately difcovered near the Calile of Rofs, in the 
County of Kerry. 

The other Plant I fiiall.take Notice of is Cotyledon, 
five Sedum /erratum Latifolium Montanum guttato flore 
Park infoni & Rail , vulgarly call’d by the Gardners 
London Pride : I luppole becaufe of its pretty elegant 
Flower; that viewed near at hand and. examined clofe- 
ly, appears very beautiful, confilltng of great Variety 
of Parts : The whole Plant is moft accurately delcribed 
by that profound Naturalift Mr. Ray, in his Htfioria 
Plant arum, Page 1046. where fpeaking of the Place 

where 
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where it grows, he has thefe Words: Plant a in Ilortis 
noftris frequentijfwa eft, ubi tamen S ponte oritur 1 nobis 
Nondum conftat, efl autem proculdubio Montium incola (/). 
Though he knew no certain place where it grew Spon¬ 
taneous, not having met w ; th it in all his Travels ; nor 
any Author mentioning its native Country, yet he 
rightly conjectures ’tis a Mountainous Plant, for it grows 
plentifully here with us in Ireland, on a Mountain call’d 
the Manger tonm Kerry , Six or Seven Miles over, and 
reputed the fvgheft in Ireland , Two Miles from the 
Town of Killarny , and Four Miles from the Caftle of 
Rofs: Here it fpreads it felf fo abundantly, as to cover 
great part of the Mountain, and for as much as I un¬ 
derhand, like the Arbutus, ’tis peculiar to this County 
alone. 

Whether both the foregoing Plants are truly Ameri¬ 
can, I cannot at prefent determine, but this I know, 
that Sabina Vulgaris, or Common Savin is mentioned 
by Mr. Jojfelyn, in the Book before quoted, as a Plant 
common on the Hills of New-England ; and f have been 
allured by an Apothecary of this Town, that he has ga¬ 
thered Savin growing wild as a native Shrub in one of 
the I hands of Lough-Lane, in the County of Kerry ; and 
if lb, I have reafon to believe, that hereafter farther In¬ 
quiry may add to thefe I have given, feveral other Ex¬ 
amples of Things Natural and Common to that and 
this Country. 

But to leave thefe Digreflions and return to our 
Large Irijh Deer, which well deferves we fhould affix 
to it fome CharaCteriftick Note or Proper Name, 


(/) That is, ’tis a Plant common in our Gardens; but where it grows 
naturally is not as yet known to as, but certainly ’tis.an. Inhabitant of the 

mui ^ whereby 



C $«') 

whereby it may ftand ranged hereafter in its right Place 
in the Hiftory of Animals: fince Nature her-ft If feems 
by the Vafl Magnitude and Stately Horns , Ihe has gi¬ 
ven this Creature, to have Tingled it out as it were, and 
(hewed it fuch regard, with a defjgn to diftinguifii it 
remarkably from the common Herd of all other {'mailer 
Quadrupeds. Naturalifls have rais’d much Difpute, 
what Beaft it truly is, that has had the Name given it 
by fome of them, of Animal Magnum ; Dodoneeus, Me - 
mhenus, and others, would have it the Elcbe; Scaliger 
would have it the Bifons of Pliny, whether ’twas one er 
t’other, or neither, I (han’t determine ; nor do I the 
Jeaft fufpeft that this our Animal was meant by it ; 
however, for its goodly Size and lofty Stature, and to 
retain fomething of an Old Appellation, I think it may 
very well lay claim to it, and not improperly be call’d, 
Cervix Platyceros Altijfimus ; jive Animal Magnum Cor- 
nilus Palmatis , incolis Nova Anglk G? Virginia , uli 
frequent, Moofe dittum. 


III. Part of a Letter from Mr. Antony van 
Leuwenhoeck, dated Apr. 5 . s 6qj. giving 
an Account of federal Magnetical Experi¬ 
ments $ and of one who pretended to cure or 
catife Difeafes at a Difiance, by applying a 
Sympathetic\ Powder to the Urine. 


I Hive for many Years made divers Obfervadons- 
about the Loadftone, but made no Deduftions from 
them but for (bme Months laft paft, having Two 

Load- 
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